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statues, pictures, stately altars, and innumerable relics.
Tlie altar-piece of St. Michael being of Mosaic, I could
not pass without particular note, as one of the best of
that kind. The chapel of Gregory XIII., where he is
buried, is most splendid. Under the cupola, and in the
center of the church, stands the high altar, consecrated
first by Clement VIII., adorned by Paul V., and lately
covered by Pope Urban VIII.; with that stupendous
canopy of Corinthian brass, which heretofore was brought
from the Pantheon; it consists of four wreathed columns,
partly channelled and encircled with vines, on which
hang little puti birds and bees (the arms of the Barber-
ini), sustaining a baldacchino of the same metal. The
four columns weigh an hundred and ten thousand pounds,
all over richly gilt; this, with the pedestals, crown, and
statues about it, form a thing of that art, vastness, and
magnificence, as is beyond all that man's industry has
produced of the kind; it is the work of Bernini, a Flor-
entine sculptor, architect, painter, and poet, who, a little
before my coming to the city, gave a public opera (for
so they call shows of that kind), wherein he painted the
scenes, cut the statues, invented the engines, composed
the music, writ the comedy, and built the theater. Op-
posite to either of these pillars, under those niches which,
with their columns, support the weighty cupola, are
placed four exquisite statues of Parian marble, to which
are four altars; that of St. Veronica, made by Fra. Mochi,
has over it the reliquary, where they showed us the
miraculous Sudarium indued with the picture of our Sav-
ior's face, with this inscription: <( Salvatoris imaginem Ve-
ronica Sudario except am ut loci majestas decenter custodiret,
Urbanus VIII. Pont. Max. Marmoreum signum et A It are
addidit, Conditorium extruxit et ornavit.yy

Right against this is that of Longinus, of a Colossean
magnitude, also by Bernini, and over him the conserva-
tory of the iron lance inserted in a most precious crystal,
with this epigraph: <( Longini Lanceam quam Innocentius
VIII. h Bajazete Turcarum Tyranno accepit, Urbanus VIIL
staiud appositd, et Sacello substructo, in exornatum Condito-
rium transtulit^

The third chapel has over the altar the statue of our
countrywoman, St. Helena, the mother of Constantine the
Great; the work of Boggi, an excellent sculptor; and hereets full of sand to the work. After him,
